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those who usually make up our congregations, are not of
considerable station, and many among them of the lower
sort, and since the meaner people are generally and justly
charged with the sin of repining and murmuring at their
own condition, to which, however, their betters are suffi-
ciently subject (although, perhaps, for shame, not always so
loud in their complaints) I thought it might be useful to
reason upon this point in as plain a manner as I can. I
shall therefore shew, first, that the poor enjoy many tem-
poral blessings, which are not common to the rich and the
great: And, likewise, that the rich and the great are subject
to many temporal evils, which are not common to the poor.

But here I would not be misunderstood; perhaps there is
not a word more abused than that of the poor, or wherein
the world is more generally mistaken. Among the number
of those who beg in our streets, or are half-starved at home,
or languish in prison for debt, there is hardly one in a hun-
dred who doth not owe his misfortunes to his own laziness,
or drunkenness, or worse vices.

To these he owes those very diseases which often disable
him from getting his bread. Such wretches are deservedly
unhappy : They can only blame themselves; and when we
are commanded to have pity on the poor, these are not
understood to be of the number.

It is true, indeed, that sometimes honest, endeavouring
men are reduced to extreme want, even to the begging of
aims, by losses, by accidents, by diseases, and old age, with-
out any fault of their own : But these are very few in com-
parison of the other; nor would their support be any sensible
burthen to the public, if the charity of well-disposed persons
were not intercepted by those common strollers, who are
most importunate, and who least deserve it. These, indeed,
are properly and justly called the poor, whom it should be
our study to find out and distinguish, by making them par-
take, of our superfluity and abundance.

But neither have these anything to do with my present
subject; For, by the poor, I only intend the honest, indus-
trious artificer, the meaner sort of tradesmen, and the labour-
ing man, who getteth his bread by the sweat of his brows,
in town or country, and who make the bulk of mankind
among us.